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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 

Worship at Messiah 
 

Saturday 
August 6 & 20, September 10 & 24 
5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10 am Holy Communion 
 

**Beginning September 11 ** 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
9:50 am Education Hour 
11 am Holy Communion 

 
 

+ + + 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 
8:30 am—4 pm 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

August & September 

2022 

CHURCH PICNIC & FALL KICK-OFF 
Sunday, August 28 @ 11:30 am 

 

You’re invited to Messiah’s Church Picnic and 

Fall Kick-Off on August 28 at 11:30 am.  Come 
for a cookout, fun and games.  Please bring a 
side to share; last names A-L bring a dessert, 

last names M-Z bring a side dish.  
 

Volunteers are needed: please sign up at          

tinyurl.com/MLCPicnic22. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
September 25, 12:30 pm 

 

Messiah’s annual        
informational meeting 

will be held on Sunday,  
September 25 at 12:30 

pm. All are welcomed 
and encouraged to      

attend. 

Messiah Friends— 
 

I jot out this note with two weeks and two days to go before my time as 

your pastor is done. I had a lot of things I wanted to accomplish over the 
past year. Above all I wanted to talk to as many of you as I possibly could 
to express my thanks for the gifts you’ve brought to Messiah over years, 

and for the gift you’ve been to me. 
 

I will not come close to saying this to all of you the way it ought to be 

said, directly and personally. If I haven’t said it to you this way by July 
31st, please chalk it up to the old guy slowing down and running out of 

time. There’s not a person I’ve known in my twenty-eight years at Messiah 
that I haven’t thanked God for in one way or another. It grieves me that I 

have not told each of you why I thank God for you.  
 

I hope you’ll help me out of this bind by thanking God for each other 

whenever you get a chance. Keep your eyes open to the people around 
you in church, or in the hallways of Messiah School for that matter. Each 
of them is a gift and a blessing from God to us all. Find a way to let them 

know this. Tell them why you’re glad for them. 
 

As for me, I plan now and then to sparkle up the retirement by flipping 

through old membership records to unleash some memories. Chances are 
I’ll see your name. When I do I’ll say my thanks for you all over again. 

Count on that, please.  
 

Thank you, one and all. God keep you always in his care and grace.  
 

—Pr. Burce 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING 

ONE DAY NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
Sunday, August 14 

 

A new member class is    
being offered on Sunday, 
August 14. This class      
provides an opportunity to 
learn more about the Messi-

ah Lutheran community. This one day class on 
August 14 will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
from 12 noon to 4 pm, and includes lunch. New 
members will be received into the Church on 
the weekend of September 10 and 11.  To sign 
up for the class, contact the Church Office 
( 440) 331-2405 or contact Pastor Seth directly   

at sbridger@messiahfp.org. 

FAMILY NIGHTS  
Wednesday, August 17 @ 6 pm 

Wednesday, September 21 @ 6 pm 
 

Join us on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
6 pm at Messiah to celebrate as one big family.  
Come together with your friends and family to 
Eat, Play, and Pray.  
 

Eat… 6 pm dinner is served. Bring a side dish 

(chips, fruit, veggies, side, etc) to share if you’d 
like.  
Play…6:30 pm activities begin.  

Pray…6:45 pm story time, followed by a devo-

tion and prayer. 

PINTS WITH PASTOR 
 

Join Pastor Seth on Wednesday, August 24th at 
7 pm across the street from Messiah on the   
Patio at Gunselman's. This is an informal      
opportunity to connect with others within the 
Messiah community and fellowship together.    

1ST COMMUNION 
 

Rising 5th graders are invited to First Commun-
ion classes this fall. The First Communion     
instruction starts with an orientation on        
September 11 and continues for the next six    
Sundays. Each week the class will be 9:50—
10:40 am.    
 

The First Communion itself takes place for the 
young people on Reformation Sunday, which is 
October 30 this year. We strongly encourage 
parents to attend the classes with their children.  
Sign up for 1st Communion classes at            
tinyurl.com/MLCCommunion2022 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

July 24 – Connie Triplett’s Farewell Sunday, with small reception 
following the 10:00 service. 

 

July 31 – Pastor Burce’s retirement celebration, both services (8 & 
10 am) with reception to follow at Lutheran West (reservations 
required—not accepting new reservations). 

 

August 14 – Brian Upton to speak at both services regarding 
Building Hope in the City; please tune in to learn how Messi-
ah is supporting this organization and for volunteer opportuni-
ties. 

 

August 17 ( 3rd Wednesday of each month) – Family Night!  
Come to Eat, Play, and Pray; 6—7 pm 

 

August 21 – Special wedding anniversaries will be celebrated at 
Messiah; Congregation member, Chris Neumann to preach 

 

August 25 – Messiah school’s Kindergarten through 8th grade, 

first day  
 

August 28 – Teacher Blessing, Blessing of the Backpacks, Church 
Picnic & Fall Kick-Off 

Messiah’s School faculty and staff will be commissioned for the 
upcoming school year at the 10 am service.   

All students are invited to bring their backpacks to church for a 
Blessings of the Backpacks during both services. 

Church Picnic & Fall Kickoff festivities after the 10 am service 
 

September 1 – Messiah school’s Preschool and Pre-kindergarten 

first day  
 

September 11 – Return to regular worship schedule of 8:30 and 
11 am services, with Education Hour between services, from 
9:50 to 10:40 am.  A number of speakers have been scheduled 
by Council’s Education and Enrichment Committee. The   
topics will be announced in the coming weeks.  

New Members will be received into membership of the congrega-
tion.    

The Education and Enrichment Committee of Council will be 
hosting Coffee & Fellowship during the Education Hour in the 

Atrium. This will be an opportunity to meet and greet new 
members and hear about the upcoming Education Hour plans 
throughout the coming year. 

 

September 18 – A special Sunday Magazine session to be held  

during the Adult Education hour, featuring Michael Waugh as 
he provides a presentation and update on behalf of the Transi-
tion Team and answers your questions. 

Children’s Sunday School begins for children ages Pre-K to 4th 
Grade; will continue on the 1st and 3rd Sundays during the   
Education Hour; to be led by Allison Younger. 

 

September 25 – Messiah’s annual meeting will be held after the 

11 am worship service  

mailto:sbridger@messiahfp.org
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Not the What, but the Who 
 

As August and September begin, we 

who love Jesus within the Messiah 
community may find ourselves ask-
ing quite a few “what” questions.  

The list of possible “what” questions 
are many, so I will not even begin an attempt to 

give examples. Rather, in this month’s pastoral    
article, I offer an encouragement. As August and 

September begin, and as we live into the coming 
months, let us continue to cling to the “Who.” The 

“Who” of our faith is the wellspring of Christ, the 
one who unites us, feeds us, and sets us free from 

sin and death. It is the “Who” of Christ which has 

the capacity to guide us through the coming days. 
 

Focusing on Christ, the “Who” of our faith, has 

guided our Church community for 90 plus years.  
The “Who” of Christ has brought us this far by 

faith, and the “Who” of our faith is guiding us into 
the coming future. This “Who” of Christ gives hope 
to the world and is at the center of our Church’s 

mission of drawing in, building up, and sending out 
in the name of Christ. 
 

In the coming days, we will have opportunity to 
hear a mission update from one of our key local 

mission partners, Building Hope in the City. Building 

Hope is engaged in transformational ministry 

through the city of Cleveland, and Executive Direc-
tor Brian Upton, a longtime friend of Messiah, will 

join us in worship on Sunday, August 14th.   I hope 
you will make a point to worship on August 14th.    
 

In the coming days, we will have the opportunity to 
celebrate significant milestone marriage anniver-

saries with Messiah members who have been mar-
ried for 50, 55, and 60 years! We will celebrate these 

marriage anniversaries on Sunday, August 21st with-
in the worshipping community.    
 

In the coming days, we will have opportunity to  
fellowship together as a Church and School com-
munity at the Church Picnic & Fall Kick Off. I hope 

you will make it a point of participating on Sunday, 
August 28th.  
 

And, in the coming days, we will have the oppor-
tunity to welcome new people into the community 

of faith! On Sunday, September 11th, we will give 
thanks to God for new people joining the mission 

here at Messiah. Prior to receiving new members on 
September 11th, there is a one day new members 
class being offering on August 14th from 12 to 4 pm. 

If you desire to be part of the new members class, 
please contact Messiah’s office to sign up for       

August 14th’s one day class.    
 

May we trust that the “Who” of Christ is at work in 

the midst of the community and is guiding us all 
into the coming future.  And in the coming days, 

may we continue to cling to Christ. 
 

Pastor Seth 

FROM THE PASTOR 

The Rev. Seth 

MISSION MINUTE UPDATE 
 

Over the past year, the Mission and Ministry Committee has decided to highlight different Missions and 
Ministries that Messiah supports. The Committee not only wants the congregation to be aware of these Min-
istries, but also be aware of service opportunities in our community. In May, we heard about the work of the 

Redeemer Crisis Center.  
 

On August 14th, we will hear from Brian Upton, the executive director of Building Hope in the City at the 

8:30 and 10 am services. Brian Upton will give an update on what is happening at BHITC and also explain 
how our congregation can get more  involved in the work of Building Hope. Many congregation members 

already volunteer with this organization. A special offering will be taken to support the Ministry. Brian will 
also be available for questions between services.  
 

Building Hope in the City’s mission is to advance the good of the Cleveland, magnify the mission of Jesus, 
and unleash the capability of underestimated people. Building Hope in the City began in 2003.  The ministry 
of Building Hope works in a variety of different areas within the city of Cleveland. Major areas of focus are 

housing and development in the Clark - Fulton and Stockyards neighborhoods, refugee support through the 
Hope Center, and social enterprise like Common Threads. Messiah has supported Building Hope for many 

years and usually helps with a toy drive at Christmas time.   
 

Join us on Aug. 14 to hear about the exciting things that God is doing through Building Hope in the City! 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Messiah School—

Welcoming 40 New Students 

this Fall! 
 

Heading into my 7th school year as Admissions   
Coordinator at Messiah School, it’s my joy and 
privilege to reflect on all of the new “beginnings” of 

each school year. Starting a brand-new school year 
full of possibilities is even MORE exciting than 

cracking open a fresh box of Crayola crayons!    
Perhaps your oldest is just beginning school, or 

maybe you’re nearing the end of your child’s ele-
mentary/middle schooling years, so this is a time of 

last “firsts”.   
 

This fall we are pleased to welcome 40 new         
students and 113 returning students, for a total of 

153 students from Preschool through Grade 8—a 
5.5% increase over last year. New parents are find-

ing us by reading our “Enrolling Now” banner on 
the front lawn, word-of-mouth, community events, 

and through social media.  
 

You may be wondering what the benefits of a     
Lutheran/Christian education are, and if it’s the 

right choice for your child. At Messiah, faith is    
intertwined with our academic curriculum so that 

students gain a biblical worldview. Each child has 
the opportunity to grow as a disciple of Christ and 

share their faith in a diverse world. Christ-centered 
values are instilled in our students every day 
through academics, athletics, and faith-filled activi-

ties that promote strong character development. 
With an emphasis on integrity, Messiah Trailblaz-

ers learn how to live out God’s message within their 
day-to-day actions.  
 

At Messiah School our students learn about the  
extravagant, incredible, unfathomable grace of    

Jesus, and how He loves and forgives and redeems 
us even in the depths of our imperfections and 

faults. Since 1954 we’ve created a caring communi-
ty in which children may grow in their Christian 

faith, taught by qualified faculty who are ready to 
assist students in reaching their full potential. If this 
sounds like an environment you desire for your 

child, Preschool-Grade 8, please contact me to 

schedule a personalized visit. 
 

Your sister in Christ, 
Janice Snyder,  

Messiah School Admissions Coordinator 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org  440-331-6553 ext. 250 
 

Coming Up:  

Back-to-School Night for new and returning fami-
lies will be held Monday, August 22. First Day for 

K-8 students is Thursday, August 25. Preschool 
Orientation will be held (by appointment) August 

29-31. Pre-Kindergarten (3 and 5-day) starts Thurs-
day, September 1; Preschool (2 day) starts Tuesday,       

September 6.  
 

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: August 25 & September 29 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat  

(20210 Lorain Rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a service project or some-

thing you do "to” or "for” people. It’s an expres-
sion of loving your neighbor. On the last Thursday 
of every month, Messiah Church provides the 

community with clean laundry free of charge, a 
wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet 

some new friends. 
 

Laundry Love Update 
 

Families touring Messiah School receive a gift of   
Earth Breeze liquidless detergent used by our Laun-

dry Love: Messiah outreach program through our 
Church & School. In June we had a wonderful 
night at the laundromat, celebrating our friend 

Timothy and his graduation 
from Tri-C in phlebotomy. 

He's a great guy, ex-military, 
and now starting a new     

career at age 54. Such an   
inspiration to our Care Team 
and our students! 

https://kingsschools.org/about/faculty-staff/
https://kingsschools.org/about/contact/
https://kingsschools.org/admissions/visit/
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP (MYGROUP) 
 

The Messiah Youth groups meets most first and third Sundays of each month, following the late service.  

Upcoming dates are: 

 August 7 & 21 @ 12 pm 

 August 24 @ 4:30 pm—Sandwich making for Laundry Love! 
 September 4 @ 12 pm 
 September 18 @ 12:30 pm 
 

If you don’t receive the MYGroup email; email Mr. Henderrson at ahenderson@messiahfp.org. 

MESSIAH PHOTO DIRECTORY 

TIME TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT 
 

This August, get ready to say "Cheeeese"!  It has been 8 years since our last photo directory for Messi-
ah. We have a great opportunity for you and all the families of Messiah to participate. Messiah has     
contracted with Universal Church Directories, headquartered in Mansfield, Ohio.  Everyone who is    

photographed by Universal will receive a complimentary 8 X 10 portrait and a directory. 
 

Our photo dates at Messiah are: 

* Friday, July 29:  2 - 8:30 pm 

* Saturday, July 30: 10:30 am - 4 pm 

* Wednesday, August 17:  2 - 8:30 pm 

* Thursday, August 18:  2 - 8:30 pm  

* Friday, August 19: 2 - 8:30 pm 

* Saturday, August 20: 10:30 am - 4 pm 
 

Online Scheduling:   

* Visit the Universal Church Directories website: UCDIR.com 

* Click the box on the right side of the homepage entitled photography appointment scheduling login 

* Enter the church code:  OH2569; enter the church password: photos; click the enter button 

* Click on the desired photography date 

* Click on the Reserve Time button beside 

* Enter the appropriate information in all required fields (indicated by the asterisks) 
* Enter your email address if a confirmation email is desired 

* Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the top of the screen to reserve the photography appoint-

ment time in your family's name 

* If you have more than six family members being photographed, please reserve 2 appointments consecu-
tively (such as 6:00 & 6:10) 
* Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family's photography appointment 
 

The pictures will be taken in the Commons area at Messiah. Sitting for pictures is FREE. Additional 

photo packages are available for purchase, but that is entirely optional.  The company will not be engag-

ing in high pressure sales.  And, you do NOT need to be a member of Messiah School or Church to get 
your pictures taken. This is a GREAT opportunity to potentially get new individual or family pictures 

taken. 
 

There will be 34 to 40 time slots available for photo sessions each day.   
 

We are grateful for the volunteers who already expressed an interest in helping when we advertised in 
our midweek memo last month. If you would like to volunteer to assist with the Church Photo Directo-

ry, please contact Maria Geier at mariargeier@yahoo.com 
 

Please go online today and sign up for your photo session!  

mailto:mariargeier@yahoo.com
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COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Mission and Ministries Committee 
 

The Missions and Ministries (M&M) Committee is one of 
the three standing committees of the Church Council    
established by Messiah’s Constitution. M&M’s functions 
are to oversee, encourage, lift-up, and support congrega-
tional participation in a wide range of missions and minis-
tries including Pastoral relations and concerns, Liturgy and 
worship, Evangelism, Social Ministries and Counseling, 
Music Ministries, and other relations internal and external 
to Messiah such as with the Northeastern Ohio Synod of 
the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod.  For example, M&M 
hosted a visit in May from Diane Zellmer from the        
Redeemer Crisis Center.  Later this year you will be hear-

ing more about the Fairview Park Hunger Center and 
Laundry Love.  In a separate article, you’ll also be reading 
about M&M’s current initiative with Building Hope in the 
City (“BHITC.”) 
 

Current members of M&M are: 
 

• Mike Allan – Growing up in a Missouri Synod       
Lutheran church family in a Western New York sub-
urb of Buffalo, Mike found his way to Messiah in 1984 
a few years after moving to the Cleveland area.  An 
empty nester residing in Olmsted Falls with his wife 
Terri, a member of Saint Mary of the Falls Catholic 
Church, Mike and Terri have three adult-age children 
and four grandchildren.  Mike is in his third term on 
Council, having served in the 80’s, and as president 
from 2003-2006 and 2019-2021 and has been involved 
with our past collaboration with Faith Lutheran 
Church in Lakewood and served on the ELCA NEOS 
council.   Having worked in the corporate world,     
private consulting, and academia, Mike retired last 
year after 13 years at Case Western Reserve Universi-
ty. 

 

• Lindsay Baker – Lindsay has been a member of Messi-

ah since 2018, but grew up attending Messiah School 
from Kindergarten to 8th grade.  She is currently     
serving her initial term on Council and the M & M 
Committee. She also serves as an assisting minister at 
the late service.  Lindsay has been a teacher with the 
Cleveland Metropolitan Schools for 19 years where she 
teaches history and government.  She is married to 
William and has two children (Evelyn and Will) who 
both attend Messiah School. 

 

• Josh Koza – Josh grew up at Messiah, having attended 

the school from 1st through 8th grade and the church 
following his family's membership move from Pente-
cost in Lakewood.  After spending his college years 
and a few after away, Josh and his then-fiancé, Ashley, 
returned to Cleveland in February 2016.  In the years 
since, Ashley was baptized, they celebrated their    

marriage, and both their children have been baptized at 
Messiah.  Josh joined the Church Council and Mission 
& Ministries Committee in January 2017 having been 
recruiting by Joe King, then Council President (and 
former high school teacher of Josh's).  Josh is a Busi-
ness Development Manager for the Exit Planning    
Institute, a professional education company headquar-
tered in Westlake, OH.  Ashley serves as the Develop-
ment Director for the Cleveland Lutheran High School 
Association.  They live in Westlake with their two  
children, Annabeth (3) who will be attending Messiah 
pre-school in the fall, and Dawson (1 month). 

 

• Trish Kvasnicka – Trish has been a member of Messi-
ah since 1994 and has served on Church Council since 
2017.  Trish has three grown children; one lives in 
town, while the other two live out of state.  She has 3 
grandchildren, one who lives in town.  Trish travels 
often to the state of Washington to visit her one son, 
daughter-in-law and their two girls.  All three of her 
children attended Messiah Lutheran School.  She has 
been married to Carl Eckenbrecht for 8 years.  Trish 
was Involved with Messiah’s Youth Group from 1997-
2012, has taught Sunday School and was the Assistant 
Sunday School Director.  Trish was also first grade 
teacher’s aide at Messiah School with Eileen Spicer.  
Trish is currently a volunteer with Laundry Love, 
which is a wonderful program that has enabled Trish 
to develop new friendships and respect for others in 
our community.  Trish also has fond memories of her 
participation in a Bible study ministry at Messiah 
called “Mothers Together in Faith,” beginning in 1997, 
as it was her first introduction to Bible studies.  She has 
participated in other bible studies since, but the Moth-
er's Together in Faith ministry was impactful because 
it was the first such program in which she participated 
that enhanced her faith life and led to many life-long 
friendships.  Trish works at Summers Rubber Compa-
ny in Cleveland in the Accounting Department. 

 

• Cathy Zalac – Cathy grew up in the Lutheran church 
as a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ashland, 
Ohio.  She, along with her husband, Bob, joined Mes-
siah in 1993.  Cathy has also since served on church 
council twice in the past, as well as serving as Sunday 
school superintendent, Sunday school teacher and, 
most recently, as a member of the return-to-church 
committee.  Bob also served on council for several 
terms, including three years as Council president from 
2007 – 2009.  Cathy has worked for PNC Bank for the 
past 32 years.  She and Bob have two adult sons, Jacob 
and Tyler, who live in Fort Worth, Texas and Chica-
go, respectively, both of whom attended Messiah 
school.  
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FAMILY NEWS 

BAPTISMS 
 

Caroline Avonel Gemtro 
 Baptized: 4/24/22 
 Parents: Matthew Gmetro & 

 Emily Garrett 
  

Eleanor Anne Sayers 

 Baptized: 5/1/22 
 Parents: Benjamin & Emily Sayers 
 

Rayleigh Grace Hogan 
 Baptized: 5/22/22 

 Parents: Matthew & Emily Hogan 
 

Brynnlee Lane Johnson 

 Baptized: 6/12/22 
 Parents: Ceth & Breanna Johnson 
 

Ceth James Johnson 
 Baptized: 6/12/22 
 Parents: Brian & Heather Johnson 
 

Lillian Rose Risko 
 Baptized: 7/17/22 

 Parents: Brian & Catherin Risko 
   

 

IN MEMORY 
 

Edward Kirst 
September 8, 1930 - June 6, 2022 

 

 

                WEDDINGS 
 

Joseph Barbassa & Maggie Miller 

May 27, 2022 
 

Nolan Zubin & Amy Klass 

July 9, 2022 

 

 

TRANSFERRED TO MESSIAH 
Melissa Steele-Steeber  

with Grace & Ben 

Transferred to Messiah as of 7/6/22 
 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Due to the pandemic, Messiah did not celebrate 
significant wedding anniversaries the past 2 years.  

We will celebrate significant wedding anniversaries 
for 2020, 2021 and 2022. 

 

50 Years 

Kim & Sharon Berghaus 

Bob & Jackie Edwards 
Dan & Carol Feurstein 

Tom & Bonnie Geiss 
Dave & Shirley Gmetro 
Art and Bettina Karls 

Doug & Nancy Mickan 
Dave & Bonnie Price 

Steve & Betsy Ruetschi 
Tim & Kim Schwede 

Bob & Bonnie Sichau 
Bill & Marilyn Willis 

 

55 Years 

Jim & Marilyn Edwards 
Wolfgang & Barbara Goebel 

Bruce & Kristi Hathaway 
Dave & Martha Hessler 

Bill & Bonnie Russell 
 

60 Years 

Bruce & Sylvia Albers 
Dick & Esther Dodson 

Bill & Karen Dorow 
Henry & Eva Fabian 

Wayne & Donna Fronius 

Robert & Nancy Ruth 
 



 8 



 9 

AUGUST 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

 
 

 

1 
 

Church Office 

Closed 
 

 

2 

 
 

 

3 
 

 
 

 

4 

 
 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

 

7 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

* Lemonade on 

the Lawn (after 

each service) 

12p MYGroup 

Meeting  

8 
 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

9 
 

7p Deacon’s 

Meeting 

10 
 

 

11 
 

8p Bible Study 

 

12 
 

7p Wedding  

Rehearsal 

13 
 

4p Peters/Miao 

Wedding 

14 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

* Lemonade on 

the Lawn (after 

each service) 

12p New  

Member Class 

 

15 
 

 

16 17 
 

2-8p Directory 

Photos 

6p Family Night  

18 
 

2-8p Directory 

Photos 

8p Bible Study 

19 
 

2-8p Directory 

Photos 

20 
 

10:30-4p  

Directory Photos 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 
 

 

21 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

* Lemonade on 

the Lawn (after 

each service) 

12p MYGroup 

Meeting 

22 
 

Messiah  

Back-to-School 

Night 

23 24 
 

4:30p MYGroup 

Sandwich  

Making 

7p Pints with 

Pastor 

25 
 

Messiah K-8 1st 

Day of School 
 

6p Laundry Love 

8p Bible Study 

26 27 
 

 

28 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

11:30a Church 

Picnic & Fall 

Kick-Off 

29 
 

 

30 31 
 

9a Chapel 
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SEPTEMBER 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 

Preschool  

(3 & 5 Day)  

1st Day of 

School 
 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

12p MYGroup 

Meeting 

5 
 

Church & School 

Offices Closed 

6 
 

Preschool (2 day)  

1st Day of 

School 

7 
 

9a Chapel 

8 
 

8p Bible Study 

 

9 10 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

11 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, 1st 

Communion  

Orientation) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12 
 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

13 14 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

15 
 

8p Bible Study 

16 
 

 

17 
 

 

 

18 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, 1st 

Communion, 

Sunday School) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12:30p 

MYGroup  

Meeting 

19 
 

 

20 21 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6p Family Night  

22 
 

8p Bible Study 

23 24 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

25 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Education 

Hr (Adult Ed, 1st 

Communion) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12:30 Annual 

Meeting 

26 
 

 

27 28 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

 
 

 

29 
 

6p Laundry Love 

8p Bible Study 

 

 

30 
 

7p Family Open 

Gym Night 

Save-the-Date 
 

Trunk or Treat  

October 16 

2—4 pm 
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TRANSITION UPDATE 
 

NEAR-TERM UPDATE REGARDING MESSIAH’S LEADERSHIP TRANSITION 
 

Pastor Burce’s retirement is quickly approaching.  We will miss him dearly, as well as the many gifts he has 
shared through his preaching, teaching, counseling, friendship, and devotion to the Messiah congregation 

over these past 28 years. 
 

That said, Pastor Bridger and Church Council have been working to ensure we are more than prepared to 

continue with our regular worship schedule as well as educational offerings, volunteer opportunities, and    
occasions for fellowship.  
 

We are committed to remaining a congregation of two pastors, in both the short and long-terms.  While     
discovery and planning for the long-term solution continues, we are, in consultation with the Northeast Ohio 
Synod, also in the process of identifying an interim pastor to help support Pastor Bridger as he continues to 

lead during this period.  
 

We will continue to welcome members and visitors to our two in-person worship services each Sunday morn-

ing.  Online worship will continue as it has.  Saturday evening services have been scheduled twice monthly 
through the end of the year, and will be announced through our regular communications channels (Messiah 

Memos, Mid-Week Memos, church bulletins, and the website). 
 

We are excited to invite Messiah members and visitors to a Church Picnic and Fall Kickoff, to be held after the 

10 am service on August 28.  More details to come regarding the fellowship opportunities and festivities on 
that day, which will mark the start of a new season of adult education, Sunday School, confirmation classes, 

and first communion instruction.    
 

We thank Connie Triplett for her contributions to Messiah as church organist and Music Director since 2018.  
With Connie’s recent resignation, we give thanks to God for Deacon Linda Kempke and her time, talents, 

and willingness to serve as interim organist and Music Director for a generous period of time while the     
Mission and Ministries Committee, along with Pastor Bridger, lead the search for a permanent replacement. 
 

We give thanks as well for Deaconess Ruth Mortensen and her commitment to increase the level of pastoral 
care and visitation she has been providing, beginning in August.  
 

Look at page 2 for several important dates for near-term upcoming events and happenings. Expect additional 
updates as information becomes available.  
 

We have much to be thankful for.  Please continue to keep Messiah Church and School in your prayers as we 
continue to work through these critical transition processes. 
 

The Messiah Church Council 

FINAL DETAILS FOR PR. BURCE RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
Sunday, July 31 

 

We are excited to celebrate Pr. Burce’s 28 years in ministry with us at Messiah.  As we are expecting a large 
crowd, below are some helpful hints for the day. 

• Worship Services at 8 and 10 am 
• Luncheon Celebration immediately following the 10 am service at Lutheran West, 3850 Linden Road, 

Rocky River. Serving begins at Noon. 

• Parking: Please be considerate of our neighbors. Overflow parking is available in the Giant Eagle parking 
lot.  

• Receiving Line: Will be after the luncheon at Lutheran West. Pr. Burce will leave Messiah immediately 
following the 10 am Festival Service and is not available to greet anyone at this time. 

• Welcome Center at Lutheran West: Space is provided when entering Lutheran West, not at Messiah, to 
gather cards and gifts.  

 

Volunteers - We need you! Many helping hands are needed to help with this reception. Sign up at              

tinyurl.com/PBRCVolunteer 
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Dated Materials 
 

August & September 2022 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

Insert Label Here 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Messiah Memos 

                    
WELCOME LINDA KEMPKE 

 

Linda Kempke has agreed to serve as interim music director at Messiah for the 
next several months. Linda  is a retired Deacon in the ELCA having served as 
musician in Cleveland area Lutheran congregations. She is a former music teach-

er in the Parma City Schools and was Music Department Chairperson. Linda  
also directed the Cleveland Lutheran A Cappella Choir for 18 years. Since retire-

ment Linda has served as interim musician at area Lutheran churches.  
 

Linda earned a Bachelor of Music Education degree in organ from Baldwin-

Wallace University Conservatory and a Master of Theological Studies from   
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus where she studied organ with Donald 

Busarow. She attended the Oberlin Conservatory of Music studying historical performance with David 
Boe.  
 

Throughout her ministry Linda has served as a member and chairperson of the Northeastern Ohio 

Synod (NEOS) Worship Committee, presenting workshops on singing the psalms and on global     
music. Linda has held leadership and conference planning positions in the Association of Lutheran 

Church Musicians (ALCM) and has also served on the Board of Directors as Director of Professional 
Concerns and regional president. Linda was a committee member for the ELCA publication Principals 

for Worship – Renewing Worship Series. Linda has served as organist for worship services at national and 

regional conferences of ALCM and at the Institute of Liturgical Studies at Valparaiso University. She 

is a charter member of ALCM and has membership in the American Guild of Organists (Colleague 
Certificate), the Organ Historical Society, and the American Bach Society.  


